
A subordinate clause is a group of words that is dependant on the main clause 
because it doesn’t make sense on its own. When main clauses and subordinate 

clauses are used together to form a sentence, it is called a complex sentence. The 
main clause has the verb and the subject in it.

Can you spot the and ?



Subordinate clauses can often start with a subordinating conjunction. 

after

while

whether

though

provided

unless

because

if

although

so that

since

when

before

once

as

until

even
though





In the sentences we’ve looked at so far, the subordinate clauses have
been after the main clause e.g.

Look at these sentences where the subordinate clause comes before the main clause...

When we use a 
subordinate clause at 
the beginning of a 

sentence,
we must add a comma
before the main clause.



Which is a relative pronoun so this subordinate clause can also be called a relative clause.
It contains non-essential information so needs demarcating with commas.

Subordinate clauses can also split the main clause. This is also called an embedded 
clause or (if the clause starts with a relative pronoun) a relative clause.

Look at these examples...

This subordinate clause could also be called an embedded clause. Embedded means ‘in 
the middle of’ as it is in the middle of the main clause. It also contains non-essential 

information so needs demarcating with commas.



Relative clauses are a type of subordinate clause, they give extra information related 
to a previously mentioned noun or pronoun within a sentence. A relative clause 

always starts with a relative pronoun.

The second sentence adds some extra information about the noun in the first sentence 
so we can turn it into a relative clause, like this...

Who is a relative pronoun so this clause of extra information is called a relative clause. 
As this is extra, non-essential (non-restrictive) information we put the clause in commas.



A relative clause almost always starts with a relative pronoun. Other relative pronouns are:

that whom whose

who which



They were all embedded* inside the main clause.
Therefore, we could also call them embedded relative clauses.
However, relative clauses don’t always have to be embedded...

*in the middle of

Look at this sentence. Where is the relative clause now? How do 
you know?



Use A White Bus word bank. Chn choose one subordinating 
conjunction from each letter of A WHITE BUS and write a 
sentences.  This will be useful for when you write your non 
chronological report. 

e.g. in case – People had to carry gas masks in case a gas bomb 
was dropped by the German planes raging in the sky above. –
encourage thoughtful not simple sentences.  

Encourage chn to vary where the subordinate clause comes in their 
sentence, beginning, middle

Complete the sentences by using A White Bus to write a 
subordinate clause to go with the independent clause. Write in 
book and not onto sheet. Write 2 sentences for each changing 
where you place the subordinate clause. Remember punctuation

Ext - Write own sentences using subordinate conjunctions that they 
haven’t already used.

Complete the sentences by using A White Bus to write a 
subordinate clause to go with the independent clause.



In case – People had to carry gas masks in case a gas bomb was dropped by the 
German planes raging in the sky above. – Write thoughtful not simple sentences.  

Vary where the subordinate clause comes in their sentence, beginning, middle.



you can wear your new 
wellington boots.

before setting off again.

The koala, 

is a mammal.



David didn’t wear a coat
even though it was cold outside.

Even though it was cold outside,
David didn’t wear a coat.



1. Running late for work, Mum frantically searched for her keys.

2. The setting sun, which looked beautiful, glistened in the sky.

3. The gerbil bit my finger before running back to its cage.



The plumber, who arrived late, had forgotten to bring his 
plunger, which meant he was unable to unblock our sink.
The plumber, who arrived late, had forgotten to bring his 
plunger, which meant he was unable to unblock our sink.



Tawny owls eat mice and other small mammals. 
Tawny owls are nocturnal birds.

Tawny owls, which are nocturnal birds, eat mice
and other small mammals.

or

Tawny owls, which eat mice and other small 
mammals, are nocturnal birds.



Leo who is very sporty enjoys PE lessons.

The pet ambulance rushed to the injured

dog which had trapped its paw.



1. Running late for work, Mum frantically searched for her keys.

2. The setting sun, which looked beautiful, glistened in the sky.

3. The gerbil bit my finger before running back to its cage.




